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Dear Anthony;

You will recall that [ previously wrote you to advise that | had written to the
Hon. Tony Clement, Minister of Health & Long-Term Care. regarding vour
concems regarding services for autistic children.

I'have just received a response from the Minister of Health and | am enclosing
a copy of his letter for vour information.

I trust this information is of assistance to you. If | can be of any further
assistance o you in the eel free to contact me.
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Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Anthony Fana regarding
services for children with autism. T am pleased to have the opportunity to assure Mr.
Faria that | understand the concerns of Ontarians when it is believed that our health care
system is not providing every possible health care service for a child.

As Minister of Health and Long-Term Care; | am unable to comment on any issue for
which a legal resolution is being pursued. As you may be aware, SOmc parents of
children with autism have asked the Crown to review legal arguments about the
appropriate care of their children, payment for service and ministerial responsibilities.
realize that you will feel that my response do¢s not provide a solution to your
constituent’s concerns and I trust that he will understand that [ can provide him with no
other response at this time.

However, | have forwarded Mr. Faria’s letter to my colleagues, the Honourable
Flizabeth Witmer, Minister of Education and the Honourable Brenda Elliott, Minister of
Community, Family and Children's Services, 50 that each will be aware of his concerns.

Our government has always put a high priority on supporting the healthy growth and
development of young children. We are the first government in Ontario to fund a large
scale, intensive treatment program for children with autism who are between 2 to 5 years
of age. Research tells us that Intensive Behavioural Intervention (IBI) works best when
provided to children at a young age.

The initial funding for the IBI program was anpounced in the 1999 Budget and we
committed S5 million, growing to $19 million annually in 2001/02, for the program. In
May 2001, we doubled the annual funding to $39 million through Ontario's Early Years
Plan.




Gary Carr, MPP

On November 18, 2002, Minister Elliott announced that our government is investing an
additional $58.6 million for services for children with autism. This brings our total
commitment to IBI and new programs and services to help children with autism and their
i families to almost $100 million by 2006/07.

? Our program for children with autism was developed from research findings, expert
opinion and clinical practice guidelines in other jurisdictions. We listened when autism
experts told us that early intervention with young children is most effective but we also
recognize that families and children need heip over the long-term. That is why we will
invest $19 million in new programs and services for older children with autism, so that
they can grow and learn in their transition to school. New programs and services for
older children include transition coordinators who will help families wifh the transition
to alternative programs. Elementary school-age children will also have new out-of-class
programs available to them that are focussed on developing and improving social
interaction, behaviour and communication. Additionally, the Ministry of Education will
pilot its Autism Program Standards in the 2003/04 school year and will host forums to
help teachers learn about new approaches being used to educate children with autism.

Again, thank you for your letter. Iassure your constituent that we will continue our
commitment to children with autism through new and expanded services that will
improve the lives of these children and help parents raise their children with hope and
dignity.

Yours vefy truly,
(on/

ement

P,

/

|
|

-

i

5

¢: Hon. Elizabeth Witmer, MPP
Hon. Brenda Elliott, MPP
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